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When is a study required?

• Is the development in a mapped floodplain?

• Is it below the BFE even though it is not in an adjacent 

floodplain?

• Is the development in the floodway?

• Zone AE floodway ‘OR’ Zone A

• Does the development change the 

floodway/floodplain boundary?

• LOMR or LOMR-F



Who to contact

• Local ZA

• https://www.wccadm.com/wcca-contacts



Who to contact

DNR  WME



Floodplain Ordinance



WI DNR SWDV



WI DNR SWDV



Who to contact
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Floodplain Checklist
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Model requirements AE zone

• Hydraulics

• Existing/Duplicate effective (FIS model)

• Corrected effective

• Pre-project

• Post-project

• Encroachment (floodway run…necessary?)

• Elevation to 2 decimals



Model requirements A zone

• Hydrology – 2 methods

• Hydraulics – HEC-RAS preferred

• Engineered A zones – there are many model backed 

A zones in WI, check with the regional engineer



HEC-RAS 101

• Importing a HEC-2 into HEC-RAS



HEC-RAS 101

• All plans in one project

• Clearly label plans

NO YES



HEC-RAS 101

• Floodway limits

• Blocked obstruction vs. ineffective flow (sensitivity 

analysis)

• Check-RAS



HEC-RAS 101

• Check-RAS



Mapping

• Include map (electronic) to scale with current & 

proposed floodplain/floodway, topo, and cross 

sections



Mapping

• Tie-in (hydrology, hydraulics, and floodplain) 

upstream and downstream 

• Mapped floodway topwidths match model

• ESRI products (shapefiles) preferred



When is a 
CLOMR/LOMR required?

• CLOMR when risk (BFE/FW/fp) increases

• LOMR within 6 months of project completion

• Revisions based on FEMA comments require 

another WDNR review



Questions?


